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for our children

Acts of Faith

HELPING YOU DISCOVER MISSION OPPORTUNITIES AND PUT THEM INTO ACTION

Th
e LWMLC

ENCOURAGER 

Martin Luther in the Small 
Catechism states, “As the head of 
the family should teach them in 
a simple way to his household.” 
A great responsibility as parents, 
grandparents and fellow believers 
in Christ. Jesus said in Mark 10:14-
15 “Let the children come to me; 
do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, 
I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it.” Another 
passage, from Ephesians 6:4, states, 
“Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger, but bring them 
up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord.” I remember my 
teenage children bringing this 
passage to our attention many 
times concerning provoking your 
children to anger. Humour, aside, 
how can we build up our children 
in the love of Christ and encourage 
them in service to Christ? 

Here are a few suggestions to 
inspire “Acts of Faith.”
1. Cuddle your child and read an 

Arch Book Bible story. There is a 
great selection to choose from.

2. Purchase My First Hymnal from 
CPH. It contains parts of the 

Divine Service and some of the 
common hymns. Guide your 
children along in the worship 
service.

3. Involve your children in 
functions of the church. At the 
potluck after church, they would 
love to set the tables or place 
desserts on the table. Let them 
hand out bulletins or be greeters 
for the worship service.

4. Place a note that you and God 
love them, in with their school 
lunch. A reminder that God 
is always with them can be a 
much-needed encouragement 
on a rough day.

5. Make a bedtime care bag for a 
foster child, including a reusable 
bag, stuffed animal, book, 
nightlight, small flashlight, socks, 
toothbrush and paste, hairbrush. 
These items could be donated to 
a foster care facility or shelter.

6. Volunteer to assist in Sunday 
school, VBS, or the children’s 
sermon.

7.  Kids love to create. There 
are great online resources for 
Christian crafts that reinforce a 
Bible story.
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MITES IN ACTION

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS IN FRENCH

The Encourager is provided by your LWMLC cheerleaders, the Member 
Development Committee. 

Annette Borchardt, Chair
Linda New, ABC District

Jazmin Kurtenbach, Central District
Pam Oelke, Ontario District
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servinginhisstrength.wordpress.com

https://lutheranwomen.ca

Contact the committee via email at
vpmemberdevelopment@lutheranwomen.ca

Viens et vois Jésus

8. Make an inspiration 
bookmark with your child. 
Visit the local library and 
tuck it into a book. A great 
surprise for the next reader.

9. Mindful Breathing Stick: Even 
our children can experience 
anxiety. Give them a 
breathing stick, a simple pipe 
cleaner with beads strung 

It is from Ascension in Montreal 
that most of LCC’s Quebec 

mission efforts, in both French 
and other languages, take place. 
Rev. Dr. David Somers serves 
the congregation as its pastor 
and is also LCC’s missionary for 
Quebec. Mission efforts to serve 
francophone Quebecers interested 
in Lutheranism began in the 1980s, 
and efforts to serve the French 
speaking Haitian immigrant 

community have since followed.
 In 2010, mission work 

extended to St. Jean-sur-Richelieu 
to allow francophone Lutherans in 
that city to worship in the chapel 
located at the Canadian Army base 
there. A mission congregation 
began in Quebec City in 2008 
with two LCC chaplains stationed 
at nearby CFB Valcartier leading 
Lutheran services there. 

A major breakthrough that 
has allowed LCC to better reach 
French-speaking Quebecers and 
francophones throughout Canada 
was the publication in 2009 of 
a French counterpart to the 
Lutheran Service Book.

At a LWMLC webinar Pastor 
Somers raised a concern of not 
having an official French Lutheran 
Sunday school curriculum. 
Hearing that concern LWMLC 
proposed a mission grant to 
remedy it.  Pastor Somers found 
translators to start the first 
translations. The first curriculum 
corresponding to the lectionary 
series has been made available. 
The availability of this Sunday 
school material is not only serving 
our French speaking Lutherans 
in Canada but has reached out to 
places around the world. 

The Viens et vois Jésus 
(Come and see Jesus) materials 
are available for use at the 
Lutheran Church–Canada/
Église Luthérienne du Canada 
website: https://francophones.
lutheranchurchcanada.ca/
ressources-epiphanie/  

In addition to Sunday school 
materials, teaching notes are being 
included for home use.

SPREADING GOD’S WORD
How can we share God’s Word 
with children?
1. Reading Bible stories before 

bed.
2. Family devotions after the 

evening meal.
3. As baptismal sponsors sharing 

Christian gifts, e.g., children’s 
hymnal, teen Bible, devotions,

4. Host a movie night featuring a 
Christian movie

5. Organize a youth event, e.g., 
Christian pumpkin carving, 
Christmas caroling.

on it, encouraging them 
to breathe and pray while 
moving the beads to the other 
end. Here is the link to check 
it out: https://localanchor.
com/kindness-club-project-
mindful-breathing-stick 

10. Pray daily and continuously 
for our children that Satan 
does not lure them away, but 
they continue to grow in faith.

Our children, continued
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WHERE DO YOU FIT IN THE PUZZLE?

The first verse of psalm 139 begins, “O Lord, you searched me 
and known me!” It can be comforting and overwhelming at the 
same time. God knows my actions, my inner thoughts, and my future. 
Which raises the question, what does God have planned for my future? 
When we are immersed in God’s Word our hearts are tugged to serve out our faith. 
How can we serve? Where do we serve?

The most wonderful thing is God takes us where we are at and uses us. God 
takes our weaknesses to show His power. 2 Corinthians 12:9 – “But He said to 
me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 
Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me.”

We are each a unique puzzle piece used by God to complete His work. We are 
given a gift to use in our community, our church, our world. Look around at the 
women in your congregation, do you see their gift? The lady to welcome a newcomer, the lady 
who makes delicious casseroles to take to shut ins, or the lady who sews quilts for the shelters. 
These tend to be the gifts we recognize and if we do not have those gifts feel we have nothing to 
contribute. LWMLC can guide that puzzle piece into God’s masterpiece. 

All levels of LWMLC—society, zone, district and national—need your piece of the puzzle 
to fulfill God’s work. Perhaps you are into numbers and accounting—we need finance people. 
We have taken big steps into social media and online meeting—any computer/technology skills 
would be an asset to the communication committee. The gift of organization, recording minutes, 
keeping the focus on task are leadership and administrative skills needed at all levels. All these 
tasks would be in disarray if we were not focused on God’s Word. The gift of writing or leading 
devotions can be expanded and explored on the Christian Growth committee. Maybe your 
heart is being led to missions - exploring, investigating, and promoting mite gathering. Christian 

mission is the puzzle piece for you. Do you have ideas, mission service projects 
to share? Are you an encourager and promoter? Member development can 

be that avenue to inspire people in their walk of faith. Writing, graphic 
arts, editing, photography are skills needed in our communication 
via Tapestry, blogs and website. Yes, there are also some who enjoy 
bylaws, parliamentarian rules, a blessing that is always needed.

This fall, prayerfully look at the women in your 
congregation see their unique puzzle piece, encourage them 
to fit that piece into God’s masterpiece. 

Try this at your next gathering. Distribute a puzzle 
piece to each woman to design—illustrating 
their gift or just doodling. At the end set 
the pieces together on a display board 

to illustrate how God uses 
our God-given gift to His 

glory. 



Hi ladies, I am so excited to 
introduce the cheerleaders of 
Member Development. Since 
our district conventions we have 
new members and a returning 
member. You will be meeting them 
in our blog SERVING IN HIS 
STRENGTH and this newsletter 
THE LWMLC ENCOURGAGER. 
I invite you to seek out your 
District Member Development 
leader, engage with her, share what 
you are doing in your society, 
zone, and district, and what 
servant events are you working on.

Any correspondence I have 
concerning LWMLC, I sign off 
with KEEPING UP THE FAITH. 
My prayer is that the Lord will 

INTRODUCING THE NEW MEMBER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

lead me to serve my Christian 
sisters. Our committee is here to 
encourage and challenge your walk 
in faith.

I grew up on a small farm in 
Saskatchewan where activities 
revolved around the Lutheran 
country church we attended. I 
married into a legacy of Lutheran 
pastors which my husband 
followed as a second career. My 
mother-in-law invited me to 
LWMLC, and I have been involved 
ever since. My grandmother, and 
mother too, were supporters of 
LWMLC and encouragers to me.

I cook full-time in a Personal 
Care Home for forty residents. 

Annette Borchardt
VP Member Development

Linda New, Member Development 
Committee

My name is Linda New and I 
am a new member of the LWMLC 
Member Development Committee 
representing the ABC District. I am 
a called, chosen, forgiven child of 
God and an heir of God’s heavenly 
kingdom. Isaiah 43:1 – Fear not, 
for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name, you are mine. 
Ephesians 2: 8-10 – For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing, it is 
the gift of God, not a result or works 
so that no one may boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works which God 
prepared beforehand that we should 
walk in them. 

I am currently a member of 
Saviour Lutheran Church, Delta, 
B.C. (Vancouver Zone LWMLC). 
I joined Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League many years 
ago as a young wife and mother, 
seeking fellowship with other 

Christian women, growth in 
God’s Word, and an opportunity 
for mission service to my family, 
church, community and the world. 

In the past I have held several 
offices in Society, Zone and 
District. The field of my work in 
the world has been accounting 
and office administration. I am 
currently retired. 

My family is my real vocation! 
I have been a daughter, wife, 
and daughter-in-law. Currently 
I am a mother, mother-in-law, 
grandmother and sister, and fellow 
member of the body of Christ. 
I was married to my husband, 
Kirk, for 38 years and am now a 
widow. I have three adult married 
children, together with their 
spouses (two daughters and one 
son). God has blessed me with 
eight grandchildren (six boys and 
two girls) ages 14-23. 

My prayer for all people is for 

them to come to know Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and Saviour and 
receive the free gift of salvation, 
(John 3:16)

And for all believers: 
“to let the PEACE of Christ rule in 
their hearts” (Colossians 3:15) and 
“the JOY of the Lord be their 
strength” (Nehemiah 8:10)”

All thanks and praise to God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
GLORY forever and ever.

Annette Borchardt, VP Member Development

Linda New, Member Development, ABC

Any spare time involves my 
three grandchildren, church, and 
LWMLC. I enjoy sewing and 
crafting of any sort. 



Jazmin Kurtenbach, Member Development, Central

Pam Oelke, Member Development, Ontario

Hi! I’m Jazmin Kurtenbach 
and I am Central District’s 
representative on the Member 
Development Committee! I’m a 
30 year old prairie girl, born and 
raised here in Saskatchewan. I 
currently live in Fort Qu’Appelle, 
Sask. and go to Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church.

I work in marketing for a 
small commercial real estate 
brokerage. My job involves a lot 
of data collection, website admin, 
graphic design and helping keep 
my boss organized! When I’m 
not working I like to spend time 
with my husband of 10 years, 
Joshua. I also enjoy cuddling my 
cat, Gemma, and teaching my 
dog, Ruby, some new tricks. I have 
many hobbies; I often call myself 
a collector of hobbies. In a given 
month I could have a variety of 
projects going from crocheting to 

Pam Oelke, Member 
Development Committee

Jazmin Kurtenbach, Member 
Development Committee

painting, woodworking to sewing, 
sculpting to cross-stitching and 
everything in between. I also have 
a passion for helping others, so I 
helped start and run a diaper bank 
at our church, to help low-income 
families. I also enjoy CrossFit, and 
I am starting to coach an exercise 
class for seniors in September.

I went to my first LWMLC 
meeting a little over four years 
ago when my husband was doing 
his vicarage in Didsbury, Alta. 
What I really loved about that 
first meeting was the gathering 
together of Lutheran women of 
all different ages and experiences 
and being together studying the 
Word and praying for and with 
each other. Since joining LWMLC 
I have enjoyed spending time with 
women of all ages and walks of life 
who have that same love of Jesus 
and love towards our neighbours. 

Pam is a member of the 
London Zone and president of 
Faith LWMLC society, London 
Ont. She has been married to 
Ed for 47 years, is mother of 
daughter Sarah and son Garth and 
grandmother of three and step-
grandmother of two.

Pam is retired from Psychiatric 
Nursing (Registered Practical 
Nurse).

Born in Ottawa, she was 
raised in the Ottawa Valley (CFB 
Petawawa) and spent her early 
married life in New Brunswick 
in the St. John Valley and later in 
Southwestern Ontario.

Her hobbies include: reading, 
fishing, gardening, crafts, 
scrapbooking and genealogy.

Favorite Bible passage: Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will 
go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. 
Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8).

Pam’s favourite place is ther 
cottage on Crooked Lake, in the 
Ottawa Valley — “My Happy 
Place.” Her favourite activity 
is spending time with their 
grandchildren and meals with 
family and friends.



Ladies, are you 
planning for LWMLC 
SUNDAY? We have some 
wonderful resources 
available on the website 
to use in worship service 
or zone, and society 
gatherings. 

Do you want to kick it 
up a notch? A wonderful 
video is available to view 
with your members and 
congregation at https://
youtu.be/_FGcGZ4evvx4. 

Handouts, to go 
along with our LWMLC 
bookmark might be a 
tealight candle embellished 
with ribbon and the theme 
verse printed on paper and 

CALLED TO REFLECT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

attached. For God, who 
said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6). 

Don’t forget the 
children with the children’s 
sermon and a glowstick to 
remind them to “reflect the 
Light of Christ.”

How about an 
ingathering for  LWMLC 
SUNDAY? Collect small 
flashlights to give to a 
homeless shelter, many of 
the homeless wander in 
areas without light.

????, Member Development, Laurentian

Is this spot for you? Are you 
being called to serve with Member 
Development representing your 
district, the Laurentian District. 
If your Saviour is nudging you in 
this direction, please contact Rena 
Detlefsen at vpdalaurentian@
lutheranwomen.ca.

Romans 10:14-15 says, “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how are they 
to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the good news!’” Replace the word “preach” with the word “share” and suddenly it 
becomes something we can do! Our mission field starts here at home. 
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